tion' and probably the authors forgot that elektron means amber in Greek. Only occasionally the terminology becomes more complex. Some of the descriptions are outmoded with diagrams of triodes or double triodes, no longer used in EEG instrumentation for many years. On page 27, for example, in the section of 'tubes' (valves) and transistors, most of the page is devoted to valves and very little is said about transistors and their properties. The discussion on 'time constant' is confusing because it is based on indications from the knobs of a single commercial EEG apparatus rather than emphasizing time values. On page 36 the authors state: 'the use of 1 Hertz is a satisfactory compromise for the great majority of recordings and gives a time constant of about 0-12 seconds'. Of course this is a common practice in many of the poorly informed EEG Departments in the USA and it is one of the main causes of failure to recognize the location of rapidly expanding intracerebral lesions with such a short time constant! It is refreshing however to see that the two authors encourage the utilization not only of bipolar but also of monopolar (common reference) techniques.
There is a large amount of illustration of EEG features, some with sixteen channels and others with eight channels equipment and many of the figures are useful in a teaching book of this kind. The very brief chapter on 'troubleshooting' is puzzling and Appendices 1, 2 and 3 represent, like most of this book, the practice of two centres in Florida, expressed in somewhat dogmatic simplicity to their own technologists. G This book on examinations in medicine was written because of the numerous requests for advice and help that the authors, as recognized authorities, constantly receive. If any experienced examiner imagines that he has little to learn about examining in medicine he should read this book. If any critic of the concept of examinations does not read this book he will find himself firmly challenged by those who are well briefed by having done so. If any newly-appointed examiner is to give to his responsibilities, that may well spread over many years, the serious attention that they deserve, he should certainly be familiar with this book and the technical matter that it contains. If any medical school, new or established, is examining their assessment procedures this book will be invaluable to them.
The authors are sensible as well as wellinformed men. They see the need for assessment and regard it as part of education, but they also question closely the validity of examination methods and the actual areas that they cover.
The chapter on multiple choice questions (MCQ) is a clear and detailed discussion of the ability of this technique to test cognition, and describes the various types of MCQ in current use as well as those used in the past.
The difficult area of assessing professional attitudes, where the affective reaction of examiners as well as examinees is under scrutiny, is here most interestingly discussed, and in relation to it, the value of continuous assessment is stressed. No feature of the examination processes escapes critical examination, and this applies strongly both to the oral and conventional clinical components. The chapters on scoring and the analysis of results are full of meat, as are the appendices, but the book is not all proteina touch of sugar and cream are also provided. Questions like 'Why are higher marks given by examiners in orals before lunch than after breakfast?' are posed but not answered, or 'Does your co-examinernever of course yourselfhave an atavistic or a Sir Galahad reaction to female victims?'. The authors do not, however, ask whether the attitude of female examiners is feminist or feminine. Omissions, however, are not a feature of this valuable and remarkably low-priced book. JOHN mostly in extreme detail and provides an excellent up-to-date account of ion transport particularly related to the intestine. It has the additional feature that some papers describe transport processes in the kidney and thus they can be easily compared with their intestinal counterparts. Overall the standard of contributions is excellent and unlike the proceedings of many symposia, the manuscripts are easily understood and the discussion easy to follow. One criticism is that certain figures are rather difficult to understand, partly because of poor reproduction and, in addition, certain papers are unaccompanied by figures, which presumably was not the original intention of the author.
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Although difficult to pick out individual chapters, I felt the chapter by Lauterbach describing his experiments using isolated guinea pig mucosa, so that true mucosal to serosal flux data can be obtained, was most interesting. An excellent account of experiments using the isolated collecting tubule for the rabbit kidney to investigate the effect of vasopresin in renal water transport is described by Abramow. The account by Alvarado on the sodium gradient hypothesis is a thorough review of the subject, although of course some of the conclusions might well be interpreted differently by others. The series of papers on intestinal secretion help one understand the basis of the abnormality in cholera. There is very little new work described that relates to the human intestine but in such a symposium this is not surprising and all the animal data is relevant to the understanding of human physiology. The two papers on adaptive changes in euryhaline fish showing adaptability to salt and fresh water were fascinating. Once again there is a masterly review of our current state of knowledge by Parsons in the closing summary.
This book is mainly for people in the field of intestinal transport to whom it provides a good account of our present knowledge. It should also prove useful to others who might wish to learn more about fundamental transport processes than is provided by standard text books. This new journal to be published quarterly promises excellence, and it is difficult to do justice to its concept and to the execution of the first issue in a short review. The appearance of a new British journal devoted to otolaryngology is an important event, since, of the ten or more journals published in English up to the present time, only one emanates from this country. The Editors of this new journal have gathered an illustrious international editorial board. In addition to formal papers with a clinical emphasis, they plan to offer correspondence columns, review articles, signed editorials, and informed discussion of unconventional opinions. These are attractive features and will provide the journal with a distinctive character.
The appearance, format and style of the first issue are modern and pleasing. The illustrations and X-rays are particularly clearly reproduced.
All who are interested in this burgeoning speciality should welcome the journal, congratulate its Editors, and wish it well.
HAROLD LUDMAN

Consultant Surgeon, ENT Department
King's College Hospital
The Astute Physician -How to Think in Clinical Medicine by John H Tyrer and Mervyn J Eadie ppxii+200 Dfl.29 $11.25 Amsterdam: Elsevier/Excerpta Medica/North-Holland 1976 The infant prodigy at arithmetic loses his gift when he develops insight into the methods he had used subconsciously. The way that a physician reasons may be developed intuitively. However, performance may be improved by reading a good manual on the subject and lessons in how to think in clinical medicine may also aid the student in training. After overcoming the typical prejudice of a middle aged reactionary physician, I enjoyed this book greatly. It provides food for thought for those of us who try and teach and many students should find it interesting and helpful. and abroad took part in this conference and this volume is the record of the numerous papers given. Though some of the work had been published before, the presentations are up to date and their value is enhanced by the lively discussions. This book forms in fact a nucleus of recent advances in the field of STD. In the paper discussing the possible causal relationship between genital herpes and cervical cancer the conclusion is reached that the most dramatic proof of a causal relationship would be to preclude genital herpes which should now be our main objective. A great deal of work is being done on the interaction of gonococci on host cells though some of the published data are contradictory or confusing. The ultimate practical aim is the production of an effective and safe vaccinebut at present there are no signs that this is imminent. Notable omissions of the subjects presented were the exciting association of the histocompatibility antigen HL-A 27
